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Synopsis

Plutarch’s influential writings on the ancient worldPlutarch’s parallel biographies of the great men in
Greek and Roman history are cornerstones of European literature, drawn on by countless writers
since the Renaissance. This selection provides intimate glimpses into the lives of these men,
revealing why the mild Artaxerxes forced the killer of his usurping brother to undergo the horrific
"death of two boats"; why the noble Dion repeatedly risked his life for the ungrateful mobs of
Syracuse; why Demosthenes delivered a funeral oration for the soldiers he had deserted in battle;
and why Alexander self-destructed after conquering half the world.For more than seventy years,
Penguin has been the leading publisher of classic literature in the English-speaking world. With
more than 1,700A titles, Penguin Classics represents a global bookshelf of the best works
throughout history and across genres and disciplines. Readers trust theA series to provide
authoritative texts enhanced by introductions and notes by distinguished scholars and contemporary

authors, as well as up-to-dateA translations by award-winning translators.

Book Information

Series: Penguin Classics

Paperback: 480 pages

Publisher: Penguin Classics; Revised ed. edition (May 29, 2012)

Language: English

ISBN-10: 0140449353

ISBN-13: 978-0140449358

Product Dimensions: 5 x 1.2 x 7.8 inches

Shipping Weight: 14.9 ounces (View shipping rates and policies)

Average Customer Review: 4.5 out of 5 starsA A See all reviewsA (11 customer reviews)

Best Sellers Rank: #220,835 in Books (See Top 100 in Books) #33 inA Books > Biographies &
Memoirs > Historical > Europe > Greece #66 inA Books > Biographies & Memoirs > Historical >

Europe > Rome #222 inA Books > History > Ancient Civilizations > Greece

Customer Reviews

A great translation of Plutarch into English. An interesting account of not only the character of
Alexander but of other historical figures as well, including Demosthenes, the most famous orator of

the ancient world.

This volume used to have Agesilaus’ biography in it; it's perplexing that they removed it in this latest



edition. Be forewarned...

One of the best sources to learn about Alexander’s reign.

Excellent study of people; life, love, ambitions and death. A good insight into "know thy self".

Recommend reading for anyone interested in self improvement.

Gotta love Plutarch. This is a great copy, though I'm still holding out for when all of Plutarch’s lives

are published in conjunction in one volume.

This ebook is a good read, great for reference and easy to cite in Chicago Style. Overall a wise

investment.

the great

Short bibliographies, required for class. Nothing too exciting but you cannot just read it straight on,

you must read with a critical eye.
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